26	Frederick William.	1713-
hands with so unnatural a crime, and their entreaties
were seconded by the remonstrances of his  generals.
At last he relented, saying himself that the
epneve .    £mperor's letter had turned the scale ; but it
was more than a year after his attempted flight before
he saw his son, and a partial reconciliation was effected.
The prince's character had been formed and hardened
by his sufferings.    He had grown from a boy into a man,
Frederick     proud, reserved, and capable of deep dissimu-
wfthnhised     lation.    He saw the necessity for conforming,
father.	outwardly at least,  to  the  will of the king,
whose favour he gained by applying himself diligently to
the affairs entrusted to his management. Gradually, too,
he came to perceive the good qualities which lay under-
neath the rugged exterior of his father, who, in his turn, re-
cognised with pleasure the abilities of his son. The prince
,, .	now obtained a separate establishment, and
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married soon afterwards the Princess Eliza-
beth Christine of Brunswick Bevern, whom the king had
selected for him. From this time he enjoyed a larger
measure of liberty than had hitherto been allotted to him
—his main reason for consenting to the marriage ; so
that he could without hindrance cultivate his literary and
artistic tastes in the society of friends of his own choice.
§ 4, The Polish Election War, and the Close of Frederick
Williaitfs Reign.
The treaty of Vienna had not been signed much more
than two years before a great war broke out. Its cause
was the election of a King of Poland, always a source of
danger to Europe, owing to the intrigues and jealousies
of the neighbouring powers.
Poland was an aristocratic republic, or, as it has been
•well put, <a dem'ocracy of nobles' with an elective king

